o \UGOSLA\/IA Sho“do\m in Kosovo Provmce S

v Pmte.vrmg erimw Albamans from Kosovo Provmce and pmrmc:al N
" leaders were unable to reach an zeci maivd r the weekend, - -~
: ,_::,ratsmg p) '*spem Sor. represswe mea.r"rm e G

. After a tense day of negouanons ycsterda .80 ,300 smkmg
" Albanian miners refused to accept the terms. offered by the Kosovo

o eadershrp and said they would continue their protests. The miners -

= are demanding written- confirmation of the resignation of key Kosovo
" officials, including Serbian-backed provmcral party leader Morma j :

‘Some 40,000 Albanian protesters m support of mmers have
: ,vmually closed down many towns in Kosovo. RS S

The Yugoslav collecuve presrdency announced on Saturday it had
“sent an unspecrﬁed number of new federal secunty pohce 1o Kosovo j

,Montenegrms in Kosovo have appealed to Belgrade 10 deploy troops

-~ against demonstrators 10-end the protests. Unsubstantlated Western
- “media reports indicate armored ‘personnel carriers’ ‘and tanks are"

- - outside Pristina, the provmcral capnal there are.no reports of -
R ‘vxolence e e e i i

- Federal leaders are backmg the Serblan posxt;on that protesters are :
‘playing into the hands of Albanian nationalists and separatists.
Statements from more liberal Slovenia and Croaua are suppornng
the protesters and ca]lmg for restramt

The miners and Iocal authormes may stﬂl come to terms
soon. It nonetheless seems hkely, should the protests continue, that -
officials may impose repressive measures, which could lead to e
violence. These steps might include curfews, bans on meetings,and - -~ =

_jailings of strike leaders. Although military force would be usedonly . . :
as a last resort, officials probably hope the heightened visibility of = - ’

" tanks and other equxpment wrll intimidate protested. LRI L e e D
Slovema s and Croatia’s statements in support of the Albanians wxll o
further aggravate their strains with Serbia. A crackdown on the
demonstrators would lead to further charges of human nihts abuses,

e \ increasing Albanian grievances and fueling instability.
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